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Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco: 

It was so nice to see all of the students taking part in the spirit week the past couple of days. They are all definitely ready for the holiday celebrations to 
begin. I would like to thank all of the moms that helped plan the holiday party and to the parents that were able to come in and help make the party a 
memorable one for the students.  

This past week we were focusing on adding 3 and 4 2-digit numbers. The strategies are a little different from when you and I were in school. Please 
e=mail me or look at the strategy packet that I sent home on Friday, if you have any questions on how to help your student. I would ask you to refrain 
from teaching the “carrying a one” method. The students need to understand that they are actually adding a ten or hundred and not a one.  

I would like to wish you all a happy, safe and relaxing holiday. May you enjoy the time off with family and friends.  

Happy Holidays,  

Mrs. Sammarco 

What we did in 1214 this week: 

Language Arts: 

This week in reading, we finished up our journey around the world and studying the various celebrations. Towards the end of the week 
we read The Three Snow Bears and Goldilocks and the Three Bears. For each story, the students had to identify the story elements: 
characters, setting, problem, solution and then the plot. After the two stories were read, the students took part in a whole class 
activity that focused on comparing and contrasting the two stories. They did a great job and came up with others stories that were 
similar to these two.  

-Phonics:  gh and ph digraphs  

-Friendly letter writing to star student (Angelo) 

Math:  

- I can add 2-digit numbers and make a new ten and hundred.  
- I can solve word problems with groups of hundreds, tens, and ones.  
- I can identify if I need to make a new ten or hundred when adding two or more 2-digit numbers.  
- We will continue this after break. Adding 2 and 3-digit numbers can be challenging to the students. I have sent home a sheet 

that helps explain the different strategies. Please help your student with this over break. An extra practice packet was 
sent home on Friday. It does not need to be completed, however, if your student is struggling, I would highly encourage 
them to practice over break. The students will be having a test the Wednesday we get back from break.  

Social Studies: 

All Aboard! We finished our journey on the Polar Express this week. Sweden Mexico and America were our final destinations this week. 
Over the past few weeks the students have been exposed to many different cultures and traditions. They were excited to learn about 
the different celebrations and make connections between many of them.  

On Tuesday, we had an in-school field trip focusing on the history of Wheaton. We had the privilege of having a Wheaton historian come 
to the classroom with pictures, artifacts and stories from Wheaton long ago, up until now. The students learned about the founders of 
Wheaton and what it used to look like many years ago.  

After the break the students will be starting the president research project that all of the second graders take part in. Stay tuned for 
more information about this report after break.   

On the horizon: 

December 24-January 4- 
Winter Break- No School 

 

Wheaton Long Ago Field Trip 

 


